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Web site allows students to critique professors
By NICHOLE SEITZ
Staff Writer

Students who have ever wondered
what other students have to say about
their professors now have the Internet
to tell them.
The Web site www.ratemyprofessors.
com is a database of professors and colleges. Students can voice their opinions
about their most and least favorite professors for free on this site.
Students have a number of categories
to choose from, comprising an overall
rating. Factors that are taken into consideration for the total rating include
difficulty of the course, helpfulness and
clarity of the professor, interest level

before attending class and even the
professor’s appearance (insisted to be
“just for fun” on the Web site).
A yellow face next to a professor’s
name means students gave them a high
rating. Professors with a green face next
to their name received average ratings,
while a blue face next to their name
received low ratings from students
using the Web site.
But is a site like this really useful? This
depends on who you talk to. Mickelle
Owens, an NDSU student taking a class
at MSUM, said the site is a useful tool.
“I think it’s a good idea to help students evaluate their teachers secretly
and help new students pick schools

with good teachers,” Owens said.
While students already do evaluations at the end of the semester, the site
features evaluations anyone can see.
This may come in handy for someone
who is looking to transfer to a different
school.
Junior Brian Soland has a similar
opinion. He has used the site to look up
his professors before he started school.
“It helps to ease some of the nervousness of college. The more you like your
teacher, the better you’ll do,” Soland
said.
While he thinks it is a good tool, he
also thinks it can be biased.
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Summer
school
schedule
changes
By TARVER MATHISON
Copy Editor

Summer classes are a way to
graduate quickly or make the
rest of the school year manageable, but few students have
the time to fit them in.
This may soon change, as
MSUM will offer more varied,
adaptable summer sessions.
Ultimately, this will give students a better selection of
summer classes.
“Due to recent changes
in contract negotiations, the
university has the chance to
rethink how we want our
summer session,” Jean Sando,
dean of general education,
said. “These changes will
allow more flexibility for students to take the classes they
want.”
On top of the two regular
five-week classes, students
will now be able to pick from
shorter three and four-week,
or longer six and eight-week
sessions. Sando hopes that the
varied lengths and times will
make summer school more
accessible to students.

summer, Page 10

Lommen asbestos removal slated for spring
By BEN SAILER
Assistant Editor

Asbestos insulation will be
removed from Lommen as
part of the building’s scheduled renovation early next
semester.
While the prescence of
asbestos sounds like a cause
for concern—it is well-known
the substance can cause lung
cancer, asbestosis and mesothelioma when inhaled—vice
president of administrative
affairs Dan Kirk said the substance is not located where it
could create a hazard.
“It’s primarily in mastic and
floor tile in some areas,” Kirk
said. “It’s all in what is … the
industry term is a non-friable
condition, meaning that it’s
encapsulated. It’s not exposed
to the air.”

Asbestos generally does
not pose a health risk as long
as it is left intact and is not
placed where its fibers can
be breathed in. According to
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Web site, “Removal
of ACM (asbestos-containing
material) is not usually necessary unless the material is
severely damaged or will be
disturbed by a building demolition or renovation project.”
Precautions are being taken
to make sure the asbestos
is safely removed. Legend
Technical Services developed
the specifications for the
abatement, and will monitor another to-be-determined
firm that will actually remove
the insulation to see that it is
properly handled.

lommen, Page 11
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To prepare for the building’s extensive renovations, asbestos will first be removed from Lommen.
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Security
Report
12.1-12.7

12.1 Smoking violation on north
side of Center for Business
12.2 Smoking violation on south
side of Grier
12.3 Smoking violation on west
side of Grantham
12.3 Disorderly conduct
on Lot U
12.3 Theft / larceny on fourth
floor of Nelson
12.4 Noise complaint in Ballard
12.4 Medical call in Affinity Plus
Credit Union
12.5 Alcohol offenses on fourth
floor of Nelson
12.5 Jump start on Lot C
12.5 Alcohol offenses in Nelson
12.6 Alcohol offenses and
smoking violation on Lot E
12.6 Alcohol offenses on third
floor of Nelson
12.7 Alcohol offenses on Lot P

Advocate meetings
4 p.m. Mondays in
CMU 110

The Advocate would like to
invite any interested students
to their weekly meetings in
The Advocate office. Pick
up an application today and
apply to be a sports writer,
staff writer, cartoonist or
photographer. Photographers
meeting at 4:30 p.m.
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The four big givers

OSA chose four campus
organizations to participate
at the Big Give event sponsored by the bookstore during
this year’s book buyback now
through Wednesday. The winners are Delta Zeta, Athletic
Training Student Association,
Residence Hall Association
and Dragons 4 Wellness.
The bookstore will give away
a total of $1,700 to those four
organizations. In turn, those
organizations will be asked to
contribute 50 percent of their
earnings to a worthy cause.
During the buyback the
bookstore will give out tokens
to students who sell back their
books. The four selected organizations will have table space
where they will compete to get
the most tokens from students.
Winners will be announced at
4:30 p.m. on Dec. 18.

Deadline extended
for CASE grant

The CASE Grant deadline
was extended to Monday.
Minnesota
Campus
Compact will award three
$1,000 Carter Academic
Service Entrepreneur grants
for the 2009 spring semester.
Created by the Jimmy and
Rosalynn Carter Partnership
Foundation, this grant recognizes excellence in academic-service learning through
financial support to campuscommunity partnerships.
Students are encouraged to
apply for this grant in conjunction with an established
community partnership and
construct an academic servicelearning project plan. Funds
are awarded directly to the
community partner and student projects are published
online with recognition from
former President Carter.
Recipients
will
be
announced at the end of fall
semester. Visit www.servicebook.org to create an account
and apply. For more information, contact Ryan Majerus at

ryan@mncampuscompact.org,
651-603-5084.

Enjoy “Christmas
Holiday 2008”

“Christmas Holiday 2008”
will feature Duke Ellington’s
Nutcracker, a jazz rendition
of the ever-popular holiday
ballet.  Tchaikovsky’s famous
score is turned upside-down
and inside-out through Duke
Ellington’s swinging score and
the FM Ballet’s contemporary
jazz choreography.  
Audiences will also be
delighted by the lovable characters of “Toy Shop” and get
into the holiday spirit with
familiar songs of Christmas
sung by the performers
of Music Theatre FargoMoorhead.
To purchase tickets, call
701-234-9440, or e-mail info@GaspersSchoolofDance.
com.  Cash, check or credit
cards accepted. Ticket prices
are  $20 for adults, $10 for
students/seniors and performances will be held  at 8 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday at the
Fargo Theatre.

Apply now for upper
class scholarship

Applications for the 20092010 upper class scholarships
are available online at www.
mnstate.edu/finaid/upperclassscholarship.cfm.
In order to apply, students
must be pursuing their undergraduate degree and who
have completed at least 12
MSUM credits by the end of
Fall 2008.
Students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.25
or higher by the end of the
semester and must enroll in a
minimum of 12 credit hours
per semester.

Photo exhibit
at Hjemkomst Center

The work of nine students will be featured at the
Heritage Hjemkomst Center
featuring four different clubs
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of MSUM. The exhibit will
run from Friday through Dec,
29. The opening reception will
be held on Dec. 17 from 4 to
7.p.m.

Come get an honor
stole

Students who are graduating this month, have completed the University Honors
Program and would like to
purchase an Honor stole to
wear at commencement,
please contact Sue Blinn in the
bookstore.

Her e-mail is blinnsu@
mnstate.edu or call 477-4053.

Sell back books

The bookstore, along with
the Nebraska Book Company,
will host Fall 2008 buyback
December 10 to 12 and 15 to
17.
Please bring a Picture ID.
The bookstore will buy back
books being used again spring
2009 term.

Security update
Director of Campus Security Michael Parks

Employee burned in shredder fire
BY LESLIE WOOD
Staff Writer

Stolen computer

A male resident of fourth
floor Nelson reported a stolen
computer at 4:02 p.m. Dec.
3. The resident left his room
unlocked for 15 to 20 minutes, and when he returned an
unknown person had stolen
his Apple notebook computer,
valued at $1,200.
Michael Parks would like to
encourage residence hall occupants to lock their door even if
they are just going next door,
or staying on the floor or in
the building. Students should
also record serial and model
numbers of electronics, MP3
players and computers.

Paper shredder fire

A small paper shredder fire
was reported at Affinity Bank
on campus at 9:24 a.m. Dec. 4.
An employee received minor
burns and was treated at the
hospital.

Tequila in dorm

Security was dispatched to
the fourth floor of Nelson for
an alcohol complaint at 12:26
a.m. Dec. 5. Two males and
three females were found in

the room. An empty bottle
of tequila was located, along
with sliced limes were on
the desk. Four students were
referred for alcohol violations.

Intoxicated student
in D lot

A resident of Nelson was
observed in D lot bent over
and holding her stomach at
3:42 a.m. Dec. 5. The female
student was being escorted to
her room by a friend.
The resident was brought
to her room and RA staff and
Moorhead Police department
were contacted. The resident
was cited for underage consumption.

Doughnuts
in the snow

A resident of Neumaier was
driving recklessly in the P lot
at 4:58 a.m. Dec. 7. The driver
was doing “doughnuts” in the
lot.
The driver was identified
and apologized for his behavior. He told the officer he was
celebrating his birthday.
The student was referred to
judicial affairs and the parking
office for revocation of parking permit.

“Let’s play volleyball.”
“I hate the Advocate.”

Pistol
Pete’s
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1772 W Main Ave
West Fargo, ND
701.478.4012

No cover charge with
valid student ID!
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Living the
derby life
BY HOLLY LAVECCHIA

ing and as respected as any men’s
sport. That’s empowering.”
Most people in the Fargo-Moorhead
The bout starts when two teams
area have never witnessed the mar- send four players each onto the ovalvel that is roller derby: a full-contact, shaped flat track. They form a pack, or
theatrical, girls-only sport with loud, a clump of girls skating together.
enthusiastic crowds and referees on
There is one member from each team
roller skates.
called a jammer, whose job it is to skate
A professional sport, roller derby past and lap the pack as many times as
remained obscure to many in spite she can. Points are earned when she
of the comeback it has experienced passes the members of the other team
recently, after being dead since its peak without being successfully blocked.
of popularity in the `70s.
There are many rules about what is a
Biochemistry major Sara Rundlett is legal block and what is not.
determined to eliminate that mystery
Since Fargo-Moorhead has remained
from our community. She
generally
oblivious
first heard about roller
to this intense sport,
I was willing to
rearrange
derby when she lived in
Rundlett, along with
everything
to have others,
Minneapolis.
have
been
a derby lifestyle.
“I was like, what?
in “the figuring-out
Where? No way!” Rundlett
phase,” creating the
Sara Rundlett
said.
groundwork necessary
Biochemistry student
After watching a bout
for the organization to
(match between two
exist here.
teams) she was hooked. When Rundlett
As far as advertising goes, they’ve
decided to move to Fargo, she brought tried fliers, MySpace and Facebook.
the love of the game with her.
“The thing about roller derby is that
“I was willing to rearrange every- it sells itself,” Rundlett said.
thing to have a derby lifestyle,”
This was confirmed at the 7 p.m.
Rundlett said, referring to the dedica- meeting held on Monday night in
tion it takes to maintain the necessary the back room of Atomic Coffee on
physical fitness. The work a derby girl Broadway. Where new recruits answer
puts in is intense, but Rundlett gets a the question of why they want to be
sense of accomplishment in return.
involved, “It’s roller derby, come on
“It’s a feeling of belonging, unity, how cool is that!”
health,” Rundlett said. “It’s a great
Although there is “a call for derby”
channel for aggression. You get a good Rundlett said, there are challenges in
samaritan vibe because we volunteer, reaching the next step, which is findand you get to be involved in a move- ing enough willing women.
ment. This is as physical, as demand“The catch-22 is that girls don’t want
Staff Writer

“

Three Moorhead
locations!
South Moorhead

(South of the Interstate)

EasTen Mall
Downtown Mhd

(blocks away from MSUM,
behind KFC)

Ryan Kliem / The Advocate

Kim Zitnick ties up her derby skates after a night of practicing skills at Skateland
in Fargo, Nov. 3. Kim, who attends graduate school at NDSU, became a recent, and
exuberant, addition to the team this past fall.

to join until it’s an established league
with regular practices and bouts,”
Rundlett said, “but we can’t have a
league at all until we have girls.”
“Most don’t recognize the magnitude of everything that has to be done

for a league to exist. You can’t just
jump on a rink and have everything
be in place,” skating coach Robyn Dial
said.

Derby, page 11
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Advocate editorial board
Heidi Shaffer
Editor

It’s that time again. We’ve done endless research
and spent hours writing and editing our final masterpiece of the semester. We check and re-check, and
re-check again, for errors before sending it away
in hopes that it will come back perfect, though it
seldom is.
No, it’s not a final paper we’re working on. It’s the
last Advocate of the semester, and it’s business as
usual in the office.
Watching other students scramble and stress over
writing final papers looks oddly familiar to what our
staff does each week.
Recently, a group of students stopped by the office
door to pick up a copy of The Advocate. One of the
students asked, “Does anyone even check your paper
for typos? Because there are a lot of them.”
I couldn’t help but feel a twinge of defensiveness.
We know errors occur, but the hard work we put
into the paper often seems to go unnoticed. I wanted
to pull out the first draft of the paper and show him
the amount we had caught, but I just nodded and
shrugged saying we miss things sometimes.
People often complain about the paper, and that can
be a wonderful thing. Complaints in the form of
constructive criticism benefit the paper. Letters to
the editor have always been a valuable part of our
content.
The part that left me discouraged was not necessarily for my own pride in the paper, it was for the lack
of acknowledgement of what my staff had done that
week to produce what I thought was a strong publication.
Collectively, the amount of hours spent on each
week’s paper totals in the hundreds. We are students
who run the paper as a learning experience. Most of
us have a second part-time job on top of a full load
of classes.
It’s our job to make sure errors don’t occur in the paper, and we’ll continue to put in those long hours to
ensure as few of them occur as possible. We deserve
to be criticized for our mistakes. It’s the nature of
the business and how we learn.
I also think my staff deserves a round of applause
for all the work they have done so far this semester.
So Bravo, Advocats. Bravo.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Illustration by John Berdahl / The Advocate

Mistakes are
made, criticism
expected, but keep
it constructive

Live help beats out virtual
On any given day in church
basements nationwide, people
of all walks of life gather for
Alcoholics Anonymous.
The organization has been
in existence since 1935, which
makes it almost as old as the
joke about a priest and a rabbi
walking in to a bar.
As alcoholics drink coffee
that is so strong it could hold
up a fork and discuss which
of the 12 steps they are working on, similar “Anonymous”
help groups are mirroring AA
techniques to help people with
a variety of afflictions.
Debtors Anonymous helps
people who seem to have
taken financial advice from
MC Hammer. Overeaters
Anonymous aids people
who can’t grasp the concept
that just because it’s called
a Lean Pocket doesn’t mean
you can eat eight. Narcotics
Anonymous attempts to take
Coke back for the soda industry.
OK, now before you pick
up your hate pen and start
spewing word vomit at me,
understand one thing: I am
not trying to undermine or
poke fun at addiction or what
these groups do.
I can testify from personal
experience that addiction is
about as funny as going hunting with Dick Cheney. But the
other day, in between checking
my Facebook and watching
“Drunk Squirrel” on YouTube
(trust me, it’s epic) I ran across

a little self-help gem that
makes Lindsay Lohan’s rehab
attempts seem credible.
AA’s Grateful Dead-loving cousin, MA, or Marijuana
Anonymous, has apparently
chosen to vacate church basements and hold their meetings online. I bet some of you
college ‘know-it-all’ type of
hippies reading this are lighting up your Nag Champa
and thinking, “Wow, what an
innovative and environmentally friendly way to get help.
Good for them.”
But if you put off playing
hackey sack for five more
minutes and hear me out, I’ll
attempt to convince you otherwise.
Say that there is a stoner
who wants to quit puffing the
cheeba—great. Well, let me
rephrase that: Good for his
brain cells, bad for Doritos’
sales.
This particular stoner seeks
out a help group and finds it
in Marijuana Anonymous. But
instead of going to the church
down the street to meet with
other potheads, the meeting
is only offered online, which
means that the person stays in
the comfort of their own futon
with their bong and weed
within spitting distance.
When I think of this, I get a
very vivid mental picture of a
dude in a Rasta-colored beanie
sitting on a sofa with an iBook
on his lap, one hand holding
a doobie and the other up to

its elbow in yellow Cheetos
residue, giggling as he squints
through the smoke to read
what his group leader’s avatar
is saying.
I mean come on, AA
doesn’t meet at a bar, Debtors
Anonymous doesn’t meet
at a mall, and Narcotics
Anonymous doesn’t meet at
Bobby and Whitney’s house.
So why would MA organizers
think that holding meetings
for people addicted to marijuana online would work?
In fact, by holding online
meetings, MA may be doing
more to hurt its cause than to
help.
It is almost unfair to expect
people to be able to get
into recovery when so little
accountability is placed on
them.
If addicts could quit using
in the comforts of their own
homes, why would they need
to enlist the help of an organization at all? So use the
Internet to indulge in other
addictions, like shopping,
blogging and playing World
of Warcraft, but don’t expect
the Internet to help you come
out of addiction.
That is one monkey that is
not going to get off your back
with a Control-Alt-Delete.

Let’s talk about sex!

Cammie Wright
Guest Columnist
Junior

The Advocate has teamed up with Hendrix Health to answer students’
questions about sexual issues. Inquiries are published anonymously.
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Bridging the holiday cultural divide
In one of my classes the other
day, our professor started class
by making an off-hand comment about how he appreciated
that the Muslim students in our
class had come, despite the fact
that it was a holiday for them.
He ended the comment by
turning to a girl who looked
as though she was Islamic
and asked her what animal
she had sacrificed that day.
Embarrassed, the girl responded that it had been a lamb.
There were several twitters of
laughter and giggles throughout the classroom.
At that point, it occurred to

me that I really didn’t know
anything about the various
winter holidays that are not
Christmas. Just because it’s the
one the majority of us are familiar with doesn’t mean it’s the
only one out there, which can
also remind us to be respectful
and tolerant.

I’m sure at
one point all of
these religions
had been covered in elementary school or
something,
but how had
I spent my
whole
life
never even having heard of
the Islamic tradition of Eid alAdha? How many people have
I heard ask around the holiday season, “What on earth is
Kwanzaa?”
I think it’s time students take
advantage of the time when

they’re meant to learn new
things and actually go find out.
Last Friday, the Jewish Club
had a lecture on the meaning of
Hanukkah, where I learned the
exact purpose of the menorah.
Also,
the
Campus
Freethought Alliance had
a speaker on the history of
holidays. The opportunities to
learn are out there, it’s just that
most people don’t take advantage of them.
What exactly is the advantage? Maybe when you’re
out in the world one day, you
might come across someone of
a different religion and impress

them by acknowledging what
they celebrate and who they are
as people.
As the country gradually
changes from the standard
greeting of “Merry Christmas”
to “Happy Holidays” it might
be worth it to figure what exactly those holidays are.
In a time when minorities
across the country are becoming
more of a majority, isn’t it worth
it to be informed and think a
little bit outside the Christmas
box this holiday season?
Craving holiday diversity?
E-mail Ehrlich
at ehrlichki@mnstate.edu

Illustration by John Berdahl / The Advocate

True meanings

Stretch your holiday budget

Illustration by John Berdahl / The Advocate

You have $200 and 10 people to buy Christmas presents
for. You want to buy everyone something on his or her
Christmas list, but you just
don’t know if it’ll be possible
on such a small budget.
Being in college means being
on a smaller budget. Trying to
pay your bills along with buying gifts for friends and family
can be difficult. Christmas is
supposed to be about giving,
and it’s really hard to give
when you don’t have much
in the first place. Don’t worry,
you are not alone.
Some things that can help
cut back the costs on presents are asking the other person to write a list of things

they want, but to also include
things they need. You may
want to buy everyone something on their Christmas list,
but they are your family and
it’s the thought that counts.
Depending on how many
people you have to buy for
and how much money you
have to spend, budget each
person to a certain amount.
If you have a limited budget
to buy presents with, budget
each person to $20. There are

always deals going on around
Christmas and you can usually find pretty good discounts
online.
If you exchange gifts with
friends, make sure to tell them
not to go above a certain dollar amount. Otherwise you
could all just get together and
hang out and bake Christmas
cookies instead of spending
money that you don’t have.
Christmas doesn’t have to
be stressful because you don’t
have the money for gifts. You
just have to make sure you
budget correctly.
On a limited holiday budget?
E-mail Hasse
at hassemi@mnstate.edu

One Christmas, my grandmother forced my family to partake
in what she dubbed a “garage sale Christmas.” All presents
had to be purchased from a yard sale and there was a two-perperson limit. Young and naive, I thought it was the worst idea
anyone ever suggested. Now, a bit older and wiser, the lessons
from grandma’s “garage sale Christmas” are much appreciated
and have stuck with me.
This time of year, when so many are consumed with finals
and end-of-the-year business, it can be difficult to see the true
meaning of the holiday season past all the pretty lights and
Christmas music. Outside influences such as retailers and the
media do not help in the process of retaining the true meaning
of the holidays.
As a whole, the holiday season should represent family,
friends, love, compassion, selflessness and gratitude. The whole
facade of Christmas is disgusting.
Each holiday season, the decorations are released sooner,
retailers have more “can’t miss” deals and more people forget
about the humanity of the holidays, many times becoming quite
greedy. The young Wal-Mart door greeter who was trampled to
death by frenzied Black Friday shoppers should be a sign that
the greed needs to stop and the true meaning of the holidays
brought back to light.
Over the holiday break, spend time with those you love and
admire. If that isn’t a feasible option, donate some time to the
Humane Society or the Salvation Army. Volunteer at a soup
kitchen. Shovel a neighbor’s sidewalk.
No matter how horrible or stressful things can seem at times,
just remember, there is always someone who has it much worse,
but he or she still carries love in his or her heart.
A means of enriching the life of another living thing exists
in many non-monetary forms. This season, give back and be
grateful.
What do the holidays mean to you?
E-mail Call
at callli@mnstate.edu

A&E
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‘Four Christmases’ typical but funny
By ANNA GEORGE
Staff Writer

Scared to bring someone
home for the holidays? Don’t
be. “Four Christmases” gives
you reassurance and delight
that bringing someone home
isn’t as bad as you may think.
In “Four Christmases,”
Brad (Vince Vaughn) and Kate
(Reese Witherspoon) portray
a happy couple who choose to
take a trip, avoiding the everdreadful family Christmases.
When Brad and Kate arrive
at the airport for their trip
to Fiji, they find their flight
canceled. To worsen the situation, a news crew trying to get
reactions from irritated travelers captures Brad and Kate on
television, causing their parents to find out.
So, instead of escaping on a
relaxing vacation, the two are
stuck driving to see each of
their divorced parents.
“Four Christmases” is overdramatic and predictable in
some parts, but it does live
up to its previews, providing
laughter throughout most of
the movie.
Vaughn and Witherspoon
make a great team with their
spunky attitudes, quick reac-

“Four Christmases”
PG - 13
1 hour, 22 minutes
Playtimes at
Marcus West Acres 14
4:55, 5:25, 6:55, 7:30
8:10, 9:10 and 9:45 p.m.

submitted photo

“Four Christmases” starring Reese Witherspoon and Vince Vaughn, is a formulaic holiday comedy. It
isn’t the best winter big screen option, but provides enough laughs to make it worthwhile.

tions and chemistry. They
work well together, allowing
viewers to sit back and enjoy
family drama.
It gives a worst-case scenario of what it would be like
to bring someone home for
the holidays. It is clear why

Brad and Kate would rather
take a vacation than visit their
families.
“If I were to bring someone
home for holidays, it probably could not get any worse
than what happened in the
movie,” sophomore Andrew

McKenzie said.
“I thought the movie was
funny, but it wasn’t the best
movie I’ve seen,” McKenzie
said.
Along with the good parts in
“Four Christmases,” come the
not-so-good parts. Toward the

end of the movie, the laughter
subsides and the unnecessary
sentimental scenes play.
Brad and Kate come to a
realization that they both
might want different things,
due to the influence of their
family visits. But thankfully
this only lasts a few minutes
and the ending leaves viewers
roaring with laughter.
This might not be the first
choice for movie to see over
winter break, but if you want
some laughs and enjoy a decent
comedy, “Four Christmases”
is a good choice to see for the
holidays.
Need to know what to see in theaters over break? George can be
reached at georgean@mnstate.edu

Giving the gift of entertainment
By MARK KELLER
A&E Editor

Since a Nintendo Wii is out
of most students’ price ranges,
here are gift ideas this holiday
season for family, friends and
sucking up to the boss.
The best albums include
Kanye West’s “808’s and
Heartbreak” and Taylor Swift’s
“Fearless.” These sell for less
than $15, and with music there
is an option for anyone on

your gift list.
But if your gift receiver just
isn’t fit for a musical present, several action DVDs have
recently been released that are
a welcome addition to any
collection such as “Iron Man”
and “Hancock.” And if “The
Dark Knight” doesn’t win
them over, check out “WallE” or the fourth season of
“Lost.”
Don’t forget about the gamer

in the family. A Nintendo DS
with “New Super Mario Bros”
goes for $140. Individual DS
games go for about $35. Be
sure to take a look at “Dragon
Quest IV” for RPG fans and
also “Mario Kart DS” for the
more aggressive gamer.
Can’t leave campus? Dragon
garb is perfect for anyone.
Contact Keller for other gift ideas
at kellerma@mnstate.edu

A&E
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Kennedy Center honors student’s play
By ADAM HEIDEBRINK
Staff Writer

Richard Paul Klein watched
his original script come to life
as the Theatre Department
performed it for the first time
Saturday in Hanson Theatre.
Klein, a graduate student
in creative writing and author
of “An Old Album” sat at the
edge of his seat during the
performance.
“I was fine before the play
started, but as soon as it did, it
became nerve-racking,” Klein
said of his first play being
produced.
Despite his claim, there was
no real reason to fret. “An
Old Album” is recognized by
the Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts as one of the
best short plays of the year.
This melodrama displays a
middle-aged car salesman as a
reluctant guest in the home of a
dying woman where he learns
the value of his once-meaningless accomplishments.
In April, Klein was one of
only five students nationwide
to receive a fellowship to
attend the National Festival at
the Kennedy Center.
At the festival, Gregg
Henry, artistic director of the
Kennedy Center, offered Klein
an additional fellowship to
attend the 2008 Summer Play
Writing Intensive, where he
met distinguished playwrights
such as Pulitzer Prize winner
Marsha Norman.
“The theater students that
acted in ‘An Old Album’ were
terrific,” Klein said. “There is
a great difference in reading
a script and producing it, and
they were overall wonderful.”

Graduate student Richard Klein,
author of “An Old Album.”

Adam Heidebrink / The Advocate

Theatre arts majors Paul Vonosic and Rachel Palashewski act out a scene in “An Old Album.”

The
Theatre
Art
Department’s three-day festival was a success. This event
contained 14 student directors
and three world premiers over
the weekend and was so successful that overflow seating
in the balcony was necessary.
“I have always been interested in storytelling,” Klein
said. “Even when I was a kid,
I’d play out entire stories in
my mind, epic ones, like my
own renditions of ‘Lord of the
Rings.’ ”
For the past 10 years, Klein’s
interest in writing increased
rapidly, and he believes strongly in the 10,000 hour rule.
“To become a loosely-termed
‘master’ of any craft, one must

Release Calendar
Films
Dec. 12

“The Day the Earth Stood
Still” - PG-13
“Nothing Like the Holidays”
- PG-13
“Doubt” - PG-13
“Dark Streets” - R

Music
Dec. 16

All-American Rejects
“When The World Comes
Down”
Keyshia Cole
“A Different Me”
Fall Out Boy
“Folie a Deux”

Dec. 20
Avalanche
Johnson Barn
Dances

9pm - 1am / (701) 967-8912 / 2 miles North of Arthur, ND on HI.81
Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties
Admission $7.00 Visit Web Page at www.johnsonsbarn.com

spend 10,000 hours of practice
in that field,” Klein said.
As a teacher of script writing and English composition,
Klein borrows the advice of
Billy Wilder: “If you’re going
to steal, and you are going to
at some point, steal from the
best.”

He was quick to add that
any of his students caught plagiarizing would be punished,
and that he means only that
the greatest authors should,
and will, influence student’s
work.
Klein credits his success in
part to his parents’ support,

the theatre department and
English professor Richard
Zinober.
With their support, Klein
has a new script, “How Will
You Know Us, Now or Any
Time,” and will be competing in the Kennedy Center’s
National Festival again in
2009.
Klein has advice for all artists.
“Develop a discriminating
taste; know what you like and,
infinitely more important, why
you enjoy it,” Klein said.
Heidebrink can be reached
at heidebriad@mnstate.edu
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Men’s basketball

Men lose energy,
split weekend
Burgess shows offensive strength
By TIMOTHY STULKEN
Sports Editor

The men’s basketball team
plowed ahead as they took on
two conference teams Friday
and Saturday in Nemzek.
The Dragons defeated
Bemidji State 71-67 Friday
and lost 48-68 to Duluth on
Saturday. The Bulldogs trailed
at the halftime, 36-33, before
launching a second-half rally
to win. The win-loss split
brings the Dragon’s record to
1-1 in conference play and 3-3
overall.
Freshman Jerome Nelson
said he was not satisfied with
the team’s performance.
“We should have won both
games,” he said. “We are a lot
better than we played. Our
legs got tired, and we got tired
on Saturday and that shouldn’t
happen.”
Nelson also said the team
needs to improve their
rebounding to remain competitive. MSUM had 25
rebounds Saturday, compared
to Duluth’s 38.
Freshman Andrew Van
Havermaet led the team in
scoring for the weekend, with
27 points on Friday and 14
on Saturday. Senior Justyn

Burgess scored 28 points on
Friday.
Nelson said that Burgess’s
offense on Friday was exciting
to see.
“Justyn Burgess’s offensive
performance Friday night was
something special to watch,”
he said. “Hopefully we can all
play with the same attitude
next time.”
The team hopes to continue
to build their strength and
stamina over the next couple
of weeks and during winter
break.
“Over break, we have a
couple of days off, but then
we start two-a-days to continue to condition us,” Nelson
said. “We need to get in better
shape to remain competitive.”
The team goes on the road
this weekend to play St. Cloud
State on Friday and ConcordiaSt. Paul on Saturday.
Nelson said the team hopes
to beat at least one of these
teams, both of whom are top
players nationally.
“Hopefully we’ll go out
there with energy and beat
one of the top teams in the
conference,” Nelson said.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu

Chris HUbEr / the advocate

Sophomore Chris Conley leaps past defending Duluth player during Saturday’s game. The Bulldogs
trailed the Dragons 36-33 at the half, but the Dragons were defeated 48-68.

Track competes in preseason tournaments, six place first
By TIMOTHY STULKEN
Sports Editor

The indoor track season has
not yet begun for the Dragons,
but on Saturday, the team
proved itself as a strong competetor in the preseason.
The
MSU
Mankato
Preseason Open was the first

of two meets before the official season opener, and the
Dragons performed well, placing six members in first place
and several others in the top
eight.
From the women’s team,
seniors Jennifer Hensel and
Ashley Roemer and sopho-

more Kristina Anderson took
first place in a variety of
events.
The men’s 4x400 meter relay
placed fourth with a time
of 3 minutes, 25.90 seconds.
Involved in the relay were,
juniors Percy Watson and Eric
Asfeld and sophomores Aaron
Lund and Jacob Vossler. Lund
also placed fourth in the 400
and Watson came in second.
Freshman Joe Albe took first
in shot put.
“It was a great first meet,”

head coach Keith Barnier said.
“We had over 40 athletes in
attendance. We have so many
new kids so we need to just
get some experience. It’s nice
to have this track meet before
the season starts.”
The team’s recruiting class
is large and includes freshmen
athletes as well as cross-over
athletes from other sports.
One such athlete is freshman Brock Keetan, a football
cornerback who placed fifth
in the 60.

Barnier said he is excited
for the upcoming season and
hopes the athletes will continue to improve over break.
“I’m excited for the team to
finally start to face some competition,” he said. “We’ll give
them workouts to do over
break, and then we’ll start
competing again before the
break is even over.”
The team competes next at
the Northwest Open on Jan.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
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Wrestling

Wrestlers hope to improve and learn
Dragons hold invitational, Tubbs takes first, others learn from mistakes
By TIMOTHY STULKEN
Sports Editor

The Dragons wrestled
strongly
against
their
opponents at the Dragon
Invitational on Saturday.
Senior Tyler Tubbs captured
first place at 174 pounds.
Sophomore Corey Ulmer, 125,
and senior Matt Nelson, 197,
earned runner-up finishes.
Nelson said that although
the team is not where they
will need to be by the end of
the season, they are improving.

“I think the team did just
fine for it still being early
December,” he said. “If this
were late January or February
I would be probably saying
something different, but the
season is still early, and now
is not the time we want to
peak.”
Head coach Keenan Spiess
agreed that the team wrestled well, but added the team
could still improve.
“They wrestled well,” he
said. “We still have a ways to
go to put the team together,

but we’ll be okay I think. We
are trying to get better every
day, some guys are a little
further along, but overall the
team is really improving.”
One wrestler who has proven to be further along than
many of the rest is Nelson. He
fell during the final round of
the tournament, and although
disappointed by the defeat,
he said he learned from it.
“I feel I could have wrestled much better, but you can
learn more from your failures
than your successes,” he said.

“Life is a funny teacher. In
school it’s always lesson first,
punishment second. In life
it’s punishment first, lesson
second.
“Most people focus on the
punishment and never learn
the lesson, so if you can learn
the lesson you can improve at
a much faster rate than your
competition,” he said. “That
loss in the finals has helped me
learn where I need to improve
to reach my goals and I will
be working to improve those
areas every day.”

Spiess said the 125-pound
weight class is really competitive this year.
“We had three 125-pounders in the semifinals,” he said.
“That’s great.”
The three Dragon semifinalists were senior Joe Werner,
sophomore Evan Forde and
freshman Corey Ulmer. Ulmer
took second place in the tournament.
Spiess said he hopes the
team can get in better shape
over the break.
“We’ll be working on some
conditioning over the break,”
he said. “We hope to continue
to improve, but stay healthy
and not get too banged up.”
Nelson said that the team
has been building on skills
and looking forward to future
tournaments.
“The team has been keeping its eyes on March, so for
these early tournaments we
have been mostly working on
our technique,” he said.
Nelson added that over the
break the team could work on
not resting on their laurels.
“One area our team could
improve on is not being content,” he said.
“If our team is going to
reach our goals we cannot be
content in losing just because
the opponent is a really good
wrestler,” he said. “We can’t
be content winning by 1 or 2
points, which could end up
costing a match come March.
I would rather see one of our
wrestlers lose by 6 points to
a good wrestler and never
give up, than lose by 1 and be
content.”
The Dragons hope to not
settle for second best as they
continue to train for the
National Duals in Cedar Falls,
Iowa Jan. 10 to 11.

Jared Winmill / the advocate

Senior Tyler Tubbs spars with junior Dustin Nagel during practice Monday. Tubbs took the 174-pound title at Saturday’s Dragon Invitational. The team also had two runner-up finishers, senior Matt Nelson and sophomore Corey Ulmer.

Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu

Hiring Immediately!
P/T & F/T TELESALES - $9/HR BASE PAY EARNING UP
TO $12/HR!
VARIETY OF FLEXIBLE SHIFTS, CASUAL WORK ENVIRONMENT
PAID TRAINING

Apply in person at:

2829 S. University Drive, Fargo
www.pcifargo.com
EOE
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summer, from front
“The shorter sessions will
work well for students who
work or go home for the summer,” Sando said. “The first
session is especially attractive
because (classes will) get out
at the same time that public schools end. Students and
faculty who have children in
school will be done before
their kids get out.”
Providing further opportunities and longer sessions
will take the strain off heavier
classes. Richard Adler, dean
of graduate studies, believes
this will make classes available that couldn’t otherwise
be taught.
“The longer sessions will be
especially helpful for science
and math students,”Adler
said. “There are some topics
that just can’t be learned in a
five-week period. The extra
time lets students concentrate
on the major and lab courses
so they don’t have to deal
with it during the semester.”
Along with the new options,
other ways of making summer school easier are being
reviewed. While nothing is
official, these changes promise to help students be able to
take summer school.
“The university is in the
process of assessing the
amount of fees on one credit,” Sando said. “That fee on

News
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2009 summer class schedule

The summer class schedule for 2009 has been restructured to include three three-week sessions (top row), two sets of four-week sessions (third row), three six-week sessions (fourth row), and three eight-week sessions (bottom row) to choose from. These will compliment the usual two five-week sessions (second row).

the first credit has driven students away, and we intend to
rework that. We’re also looking into some flexible options
for living in the dorms, which
are still in the works.”
Sando and Adler encourage
students to watch for these
new options next semester.
They need the student body’s
help to assure that the right
classes will be available to
those who need them.
“We’re hoping to have an
entire schedule posted on
e-Services around Jan. 23,”
Sando said. “Once this comes
out, students should start
planning and meeting with
advisers. We’re hoping that
a lot of students who hadn’t
previously thought about

summer sessions will take
them. We’re going to try to
offer a lot of courses, but we
can only do that if we know
there’s interest.”
For students like senior
Taaren Haak, the new options
will likely make the summers
easier.
“I like that it gives you a lot
more options. Now you can
take multiple classes and not
be as overwhelmed,” Haak
said. “For some of the classes
I hope to take in the spring,
I’m relying on getting into the
summer prerequisites. I think
this will help.”
Other students, like senior
Liz Jagol, want to see what
classes will be available
before they choose whether

the summer classes will be
for them.
“I want to see where they’d
put each of the classes. It’s
a cool idea to open the summer sessions, but I’ll have to
see how it shapes up,” Jagol
said.
For Jagol, the usefulness of
the schedule depends on what
classes will be provided.
“They need to make sure
that the classes they assign
each session are appropriate
to the amount of time they
need,” Jagol said. “As long as
they take into consideration
what classes they put where,
I’m all for it. It’ll be a great
idea.”
Mathison can be reached
at mathista@mnstate.edu.

Thank you
to all my
students
enrolled in
CMST 100, you
contributed
nearly 300 cans
of food to the
Salvation Army!
Laurie Nielson

Only
White Diamonds
Will Do...

Classifieds
For Rent

2 bedroom for rent. $440/month.
Close to campus. Call Carla @
701-400-9948.
*Walk to MSUM* 2 Bedroom
apartment, heat and water paid.
Nice size upper unit of a 4-plex.
Air-conditioning, laundry facility,
well maintained. No pets. Located
@ 916 18th St. 218-291-9823 or
701-367-1389.
For Rent. Available now. Efficiency, two, three & four bedrooms.
Heat paid. Between campuses
and north of campus. Most units
in duplexes and triplexes. (218)
236-1143. Fmcharterrentals.com
We are looking for a roommate
to share an apartment and to be
an Ambassador of the Newman
Center, a Catholic Organization
on Campus. Rent is $177.50 per
month and includes heat, water,
electricity, Internet access, laundry, and a parking spot. Please
contact Shawn at 236-9596 or
serickson@stjoesmhd.com
if you are interested.
Large 2 bedroom. One block from
MSUM. 1600 sq. ft., fireplace,
huge living room/bathroom, quiet,
utilities pd. Avail. Jan 1st. 218233-5940.
Only 2 blocks from campus.
Large 2 bedroom apartment in
quiet, smoke-free 4-plex. Offstreet parking, plug ins. Laundry
facilities. 233-1881
Two bedroom available immediately. Security, quiet, no parties!
Heat-water paid. A/C, ceiling fans,
mini blinds, off-street assigned
parking with plug-ins. Certified
crime/drug-free housing.
No pets.
218-298-1748 or 218-346-6584
Apt. For Rent; Large 3 bd. ½
block from MSUM! Heat + water
paid, double garage, dishwasher,
pet’s ok. $695. Jan 1st.
701-238-0081

Misc.
You have options! Free
pregnancy testing, limited
ultrasounds – Confidential. Call
701-237-6530 or
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
Luv of Dog Rescue needs foster
and forever families for many dogs
who have been rescued from area
pounds.Volunteer
opportunities are also available.
701-205-0190.
www.4luvofdog.com

3031 13th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58103
(701)239-9091

Visit The Advocate’s
new Web site:
www.mnstate.edu/advocate
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ratings, from front
“If the student gets a bad perspective can be dangerous
grade they may be angry with to professors’ reputations.
their teacher and give them a
“The site has the potenbad rating,” Soland said.
tial to do harm, and not a
While opinions may differ lot of potential to do good,”
about the site and its help- Hughey said. “A student who
fulness, it still
severely disserves as an
likes a profesIt’s legitimate to
outlet for stuhave a perspective sor can anonydents. If promously post
on the professors
fessors check
their opinions
you’ll be taking
classes from, but the multiple times,
their rating on
site invites people
the site and
and there have
to react on a very personal,
see something
been
cases
emotional level.
they don’t like,
where profesthey have a
sors have had
Michael Hughey
chance to voice
to fight false
Sociology professor
their opinion
rumors started
as well.
on the site.”
On each professor’s page
In the end, it’s not about the
there is a spot for them to rating, but the bias. Hughey
post a rebuttal to anything encourages students to use
that is written about them. other resources to judge their
Even so, many, like sociology professors.
professor Michael Hughey,
“It’s legitimate to have a
feel this shouldn’t even be perspective on the profesnecessary.
sors you’ll be taking classes
“I think the site is com- from,” Hughey said. “But the
pletely unreliable because it’s site invites people to react
a self-selected sample. You on a very personal, emotionget people who either real- al level, and that’s not the
ly like you or really dislike appropriate way to judge a
you, and it skews the assess- professor. You’ll get a much
ment,” Hughey said. “More better perspective talking to
reliable is sitting and talking people.”
to students in person. That
way, you can ask questions
and learn why they said that,
and what criteria they use to
judge their professors.”
Seitz can be reached
at seitzni@mnstate.edu.
For Hughey, this biased

“

lommen, from front
Once the asbestos-containing material has been safely taken out, local firm Foss
Architecture and Interiors will
begin renovating the building
itself.
“We want to ensure that the
materials are out of the building before the general contractor begins their work, so that
the general contractor doesn’t
accidentally disturb the materials and potentially cause
them to become airborne,”
Kirk said.
Although asbestos was
banned as an insulation material in the 1970s, Lommen was
built in the 1930s, long before
the substance was outlawed.
It is not uncommon for
schools to leave asbestos in
place in older buildings until
the time comes for them to be
torn down, as long as it is not
of any danger.
“We would never, ever put
people—students, staff, ourselves—in a harmful position,” Kirk said. “What we’re
doing is actually proactive
because we are taking action
in advance of the general contractor coming in and stumbling across it and creating a
problem.”

Sailer can be reached
at sailerbe@mnstate.edu.
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derby, from page 3

Ryan kliem / the advocate

Derby girl Kim Zitnick goes for high speed at Skateland on Oct. 27.
The F-M Derby Girls have been practicing at the rink until they find
their own space.

Another thing that most do
not realize is that joining now
would be beneficial, especially for those who want to
be derby girls, but are hesitant about playing a game
that takes place exclusively on
roller skates.
“If you can’t skate, join
now,” Dial said.
She, along with veteran
speed skating champion Dave
Johnson provide the team
with a serious advantage.
They currently have practice
at Skateland after the meetings from 8 to 10 p.m. on
Mondays.
Johnson had only a few
words for last Monday’s new
faces.

“I was an Air Force pilot.
I’m strict and believe in getting it done. I want winners on
my team,” Johnson said.
This practice season is the
only time when absolutely
anyone can decide they want
to be part of this team. The
mantra became, “if you’re
over 18 and willing, we’ll take
you!”
For more information, visit
the derby girls’ Myspace at
www.myspace.com/fmderbygirls or check out a meeting
at 7 p.m. on Monday at the
Atomic Coffee on Broadway
in downtown Fargo.
Lavecchia can be reached
at laveccho@mnstate.edu.

For more Information: http://www.mnstate.edu/hendrix
Questions?

Karen Lester (218) 477-2177 or Carol Grimm (218) 477-2327

URBAN PLAINS CENTER
Fargo Force Hockey



  

First 700 College students get FREE General Admission tickets or $5 reserved
tickets for all Fargo Force games in December with a college ID

TIER

tickets

12.04
7:05

vs.

12.06
7:05

vs.

12.07
4:05

vs.

12.11
7:05

vs.

12.19
7:05

vs.

12.20
7:05

vs.

$5 tickets
$2 pounders

food specials

Tickets available at the Urban Plains Center Box Office with a college ID
Box Office Hours
Monday-Friday 10 AM-6 PM
Saturday 10 AM-2nd intermission (event day only)
Sunday Noon- 2nd intermission (event day only)

fargoforce.com

pounders

5225 31st Avenue South Fargo

